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high officers were disgraced. Gun carriages were burnt and
the cannon buried to avoid enriching the enemy. With im-
mense relief the Sultan at last saw the Lurish hills break
and fall away, and the plains of Iraq lie before him'. The
story of Sulaiman's difficulties is interesting, if only because
for the first time in this history cannon are mentioned. The
Turkish artillery of the early sixteenth century must have
had more prestige-value than practical use in a long campaign.

In Baghdad the internal dissension between Shiahs and non-
Shiahs made a siege of the city unnecessary. The Persian
Governor slipped away to join the Shah's forces at Khaniqin,
and Ibrahim Pasha formally took over control. Two days
later Sulaiman arrived and made a triumphal entry. ' Nothing
was left undone by the Sultan and his great vizier to encourage
the loyalty of their new subjects. Local men of repute were
encouraged to visit the court. Official pilgrimages were made
by the Sultan to the mosque of Shaikh Abdul-Qadir, the
tomb of Shaikh Maruf Al-Karkhi and the Shiah shrines of
Kadhimain. The mosque of Abu Hanifah, which the Persians
had demolished and desecrated, was rebuilt and ornamented
with a large and stately dome. Canals and dykes were
repaired, and such encouragement as was possible given to
agriculture and commerce/ Finally the Sultan returned to
Istanbul, leaving Baghdad in charge of its first Ottoman Gov-
ernor. Iraq had now acquired the status of a Turkish pro-
vince, which she was to retain, with one interruption, for
four centuries.

This long period of Turkish rule is conveniently divided
into two parts by a short Persian interregnum at the beginning
of the seventeenth century. The first part lasted ninety years,
during which twenty Turkish Pashas successively held office
in Baghdad. There is neither space here, nor any adequate
reason, for following the fortunes of each of these, nor, for
that matter, of those who followed the restitution of Turkish
control by Sultan Murad, after the Persian interregnum.
Historically it is important only to pick out such internal
events as affected the development or otherwise of the country,
and at the same time objectively to watch the rise of Western
civilization and its gradual impact upon the East in general
and Iraq in particular.

The heart of Islam had shifted to Istanbul, and Baghdad .